
1 

 

                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

MAY 2009 
Inside this Issue Pg 

Board Buzz 3 

Bulletin Board 6 

Calendar & Details 8,9 

Family Album 4,5 

Ministerôs Message 2 

 

May 3 rd   

 "W ISING UP, LIFE WITHOUT REGRETS" 
Rev. Hal Milton 
Worship Associate: Suze Bobzien  
Reverend Hal Milton, Unity minister, resides in Napa, CA 

with his wife Reverend Sonya Milton, who is also a Unity 

minister.  He is presently a Chaplain for the City of Napa 

Police Department.  His current passions are authentic non 

violent communication and in teaching ways to become wise 

elders rather than merely growing old.  In this regard, his 

latest book ñWising Up, Life Without Regrets is a step by step 

method of how to do that.  The book will be available after 

the service.  Hal dedicates his ministry to evoking and 

celebrating the authentic expression of the divinity inherent in 

all people. 

ELEMENTARY/MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM: Social Justice:   

. 

May 10 th      

"WATCHING THE SPIDER REBUILD:  

                                       FEMINISM AND PEACEMAKING" 
 Rev. Bonnie Dlott with Phyllis Boyson 
Worship Associate:  BJ Pheiffer  

At the recent UU Women and Religion retreat, some of our 

UUFNB members were inspired by the work of the Unitarian 

Universalist Peace Network, which has been involved in 

supporting peacemaking efforts in UU congregations since 

1984. In honor of Motherôs Day, come and consider the 

connections between war, sexism, and feminist theology, and 

hear about some Unitarian Universalists who stood up for 

peace. This sermon is dedicated to the memory of our own 

Susan Levine 

ELEMENTARY/MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM: UU Identity 

 May 17 th
   

 "A BUDDHIST PERSPECTIVE" 
Ed Olberholtzer 

Worship Associate:  Matt Metzler  

Ed Oberholtzer was ordained as a Soto Zen Buddhist priest in 

2007 by the Reverend James Ford, a Soto priest as well as a 

Unitarian Universalist minister. For the past seven years 

 

 Ed has been associated with Boundless Way Zen of New 

England, as a practice leader, dharma teacher and past 

president. He has studied in the Soto as well as in the koan 

tradition of the Sanbo Kyodan. For all that, he is just starting 

out on the Way. 
 

ELEMENTARY/MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM: Science 

 

May 24 th
   

"THE HEALING POWERS OF MUSIC" 
Chris Waltz 

Worship Associate:  Rainer Hoenicke  

Composer, Vocalist, and Songwriter Chris Waltz performs 

an eclectic blend of Celtic, Spanish-Sephardic, Gypsy 

Flamenco, and contemporary folk music featuring original 

and traditional songs sung in Irish/Gaelic, Spanish, & 

English. Waltz has been hailed as the Josh Groban of Celtic 

Music showing off the more sensual romantic side of Celtic 

Music while still remaining true to the traditional style. He is 

one of the few male Gaelic singer's around and  has shared 

his strong, yet elegant stage presence with many at churches, 

as well as, concert and folk venues all over the country 

including the Grass Valley Celtic Festival.  

COMMUNITY SUNDAY: NO RE CLASSES 
 

May 31 st     

Ȱ4RACES OF THE TRADEȱ 
Rev. Bonnie Dlott 

Worship Associate:  BJ Pheiffer  

The election of our first biracial president caused many to 

wonder if we have finally overcome the racism that has 

plagued American history from its beginning. Others believe 

that we still have much work to do. A few have challenged 

themselves to delve into their own family histories in an 

effort to understand how the legacy of slavery still affects us 

today as individuals and as a nation. Come and hear the 

stories of two ministers who had the courage to claim their 

historyðñwarts and all.ò   

ELEMENTARY/MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM: Science 

 

Volume 1, Issue 1 Volume 1, Issue 1 

A Publication of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of North Bay  

                                                          
  
  

Inside this issue: 

         WORSHIP SERVICES  

         MAY  
             held 11am at 1515 Pueblo in Napa (the Boys & 
Girls Club) 

 



2 

 

  

Message from the Minister 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƪƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ ¦¦Cb.Σ ǘƘŜ ά{ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ /ŀǊŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳέΦ ¢ƘŜ 

goal of this program is to bring together those in our congregation who are interested in exploring 

the ways we can best care for ourselves and each other. Each of us has times in our lives when we 

can offer, or need to receive care, either for the body or for the spirit. In a faith community like ours, 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǎǳŎƘ ŎŀǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ ōƛƎƎŜǊ Ƨƻō ǘƘŀǘ ƛŘŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ 

every fellowship member.  

 Iƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άtŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ /ŀǊŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜέΚ tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ /ŀǊŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ 

typically focused on providing things that congregants need immediately, such as a ride, a meal, or a 

card of condolence. Our UUFNB Pastoral Care committee, most recently headed up by Dolores 

Wilson, did a terrific job of fulfilling these kinds of needs in the past. But being a part of a committee 

devoted only to caring for others can be exhausting after a while. The new group will focus on caring 

for people in the congregation, but it will also address the ways we nurture our own spirits and 

support each other as caregivers, and provide a place to explore issues that come up for us as we do 

this important work, in a safe, supported environment. 

I will be leading the Spiritual Care Group, which will function like a small group ministry. The group 

will meet monthly for two hours, and is tentatively scheduled for every second Monday of each 

month. During the two hours we will do three things: check in about our own lives; explore and 

reflect about a relevant topic or reading; and discuss how we can best support others in the 

congregation who ask for assistance. 

Earlier this year, I asked some volunteers to help me to get in touch with every fellowship member 

to invite them to participate in our Spiritual Care group, and to find out if they are in need of care or 

support right now. We have not quite completed all the interviews, but expect to have them 

finished this month. Peggy Petersen and I will be compiling a resource list that the new Spiritual 

Care group can use when help is needed, so that as many people as possible can be involved in 

offering care, at whatever level feels comfortable. 

If you have been involved in pastoral care in the past, or have indicated your interest in the Spiritual 

Care group to me or during your interview, expect to be contacted very soon about our first 

meeting, which is scheduled for Monday, May 11. If you have any questions about the program, 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴe. 

   Beltane Blessings to you all, 

Rev. Bonnie Dlott 

minister@uunorthbay.org 

(925) 256-4334 

 

mailto:minister@uunorthbay.org
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As part of my work as your Director of Religious Education, I subscribe to 
several email lists provided by the UUA.  One of my RE colleagues 
recently spoke eloquently about how some of the most important work 
she does is not in providing major programs for her church, but in the little 
things week in and week out to serve the families that come to church. 
This made me think about some of the most important work I do for you, 
some of the things that you may never see. 
 

There are so many ñteachable momentsò that come up in our RE classes, 
some of those come right out of our curriculum and some just come up 
out of the childrenôs lives.  I remember talking to the preschool class 
about Jesus teaching the Golden Rule, and one of the children said, 
ñSome people think he was Godò.  Knowing that I needed to offer a 
uniquely UU perspective, I added that some people did believe that, but 
others also believed that he was not God but a great teacher.   
 

When children are crabby, withdrawn and resistant or misbehave in class, 
I spend time with them and their parent(s).  Sometimes I find that there 
are some issues at school or home and that we can be helpful in class.  I 
spend a good part of my time talking with parents and our children, 
learning how we can best get and keep them engaged in church.  I also 
make sure that they receive an email every week telling them what will be 
happening in class the next Sunday. 
 

And to keep them engaged in class, itôs important that I spend time talking 
with other RE Directors and Ministers of Religious Education.  We share 
ideas and resources, which I then spend time reviewing to see if they will 
be of use to us. There is a great deal of curriculum and books about 
religious education, some of which Iôve read and many more that I have 
waiting for me. 
 

 Itôs also important that I work closely with my RE Council, setting a plan 
in place to make sure that we are offering a comprehensive curriculum.  
Itôs important that the RE Teachers feel informed and supported in their 
work, and that they enjoy working with the children. And that the RE 
Council has set a system in place to help the teachers feel successful.  
 

Every Sunday brings a new set of challenges and opportunities, and I 

enjoy finding a way to reach out to whoever walks in the door on Sunday 

morning.  I remember the UU Minister who remarked that he didnôt get to 
choose who he ministered to, his ministry was to anyone and everyone 

who walked in the front door.  Thatôs my work too, and I am inspired and 

energized by it.  Itôs my job to teach about a world that doesnôt exist, to 

prepare children for a world thatôs filled with tolerance and justice, right 

relationship and the worth and dignity of every person.  And when 

someday they find that these things do not happen every day and 

everywhere I want them to ask, ñWhy not?ò 
 

In faith, 

Mary Ellen  
Director of Religious Education  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Now that spring                    has officially 
sprung, your Board is trying hard to keep its 
collective brain focused on business!  This 
may be especially hard for one of our Board 
members as she will become a bride very 
shortly.  Congratulations to Iris Daigre and 
Dale Craig! 
 

Several of our members are attending 
District Assembly this year in Fremont.  As 
Iôm not able to go, I am looking forward to 
hearing about the experience upon their 
return and will share it with you in next 
monthôs Buzz. 
 

The workshop on small congregations 
several of us attended last month in 
Stockton was very informative.  Several 
small congregations from the PCD were 
represented and shared their ñjoys and 
concerns,ò many of which resemble ours:  
attracting new members and retaining 
current ones; more effective use of 
volunteers; space issues, e.g. purchasing or 
maintaining property on a limited budget. 
 
We left the workshop with several ideas and 
areas for discussion.  One was revamping 
our committee structure to substitute time-
limited task forces and study groups for 
standing committees when appropriate as a 
way to avoid volunteer burnout and 
distribute the workload.  This will be one of 
the topics for discussion at the Board retreat 
on August 29. 
 
Speaking of committees, the Site Search 
Committee ï with the addition of a couple of 
other interested members - met on 4/30 to 
review where we are in our search for 
property to lease or buy and set realistic 
goals to pursue. 
 
Another committee, Finance, submitted its 
second draft budget recommendations (now 
that all members have made their financial 
commitments for next year) to the Board at 
our 4/26 meeting.  You will be receiving a 
copy of our final proposed budget soon for 
our congregational discussion on May 17. 
 
Hope this finds you all with a case of Spring 
Fever! 

Iris Barrie 

President, Board of Trustees 

REflections  boARD BUZZ 
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JEFF CONKLIN was born on February  

3, 1951 in Richmond, Virginia.  He spent 6 
years pursuing his love of learning in the   
    work-study coop program then  
  available at Antioch  
    College in Yellow Springs, 
          OH.  Yes, 6 years!   
             Half of each year  
              was spent  working,  
   plus Jeff spent a  
   year in an  
               Education Abroad  
             program in  
            Germany.  Even with 
      all those courses over  
               all those years, when it    
      came time to graduate figuring 
out a major was a scramble. The half 
Biology / half Philosophy solution is an 
eclectic mix Jeff still draws on. 
 

Six years later with a PhD in Computer 
Science, Jeff moved to Austin, Texas with a 
group of friends determined to create an 
intentional community there.  Much 
happened, including the launch of a failed 
software company, but eventually he 
moved to Georgetown in Washington, DC . 
 

A year later he and Joanne met and many 
things became clear.  They got married a 
year later and moved to a funky little 
waterfront place near Annapolis, MD.  He 
didn't think living could get any better than 
sailboat docked in the back yard, with the 
whole world just a cast-off away.  But life 
had different plans.  Instead of sailing off 
into the sunset, he and Joanne flew to 
Beijing in May, 2005, and became the 
parents of one of the most extraordinary 
souls either of them had ever met. 
 

JeŦŦΩǎ ƻƴŜ-man company specializes in 
teaching "dialogue mapping", a facilitation 
approach that he has been developing for 
two decades and published a book about.  
In recent years he has shifted his courses 
from training rooms to the Internet finding 
that "virtual training" can be just as 
effective as face-to-face, is easier to sell, 
and  offers opportunity to students from all 
over the world in a way that does not 
create a giant carbon footprint. 

 

     

 

Our UUFNB Family Album 

JOANNE GIUDICI CONKLIN was 

born in Oakland, California in 1959 and 
grew up in an Italian  family on a  very  
child-friendly cul-de- 
sac in Fremont.   
She discovered    
theater as a  
child,  
pursued  
her love  
of   
acting in  
high  
school,   
graduated  
from the  
American    
Academy of Dramatic 
 Arts and became a professional actor in 
Los Angeles.  
  
After a decade as a starving actor 
Joanne followed her passion in the 
healing arts as a massage therapist and 
moved to  Seattle. The next ten years 
she had a lovely practice and taught 
massage at Seattle Massage School.   
 
Two months after meeting and falling in 
love with her husband-to-be, Jeff, at a 
10 day spiritual retreat in Sedona, 
Arizona, she flew to DC to visit him for 
¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ Χ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
return ticket.  One year later they had a 
Quaker wedding at the Friends Meeting 
House in Richmond, Virginia and moved 
to Annapolis,  MD.   
  
One day during meditation Joanne had 
an epiphany: we are so abundant!  We 
are going to adopt a child!  She got up, 
went to her computer, Googled 
άŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŎƘƛƴŀέ Χ ŀƴŘ ŜƛƎƘǘŜŜƴ 
months later, in a hotel ballroom in 
Hefei, China, she and Jeff met and fell in 
love with their daughter, Tong Ai Ya. 
  
The new family flew to their new home, 
Napa, where they had moved in order to 
ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ WƻŀƴƴŜΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  Three years 
later they started looking for a church 
and a loving and supportive community 
Χ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘΗ 

I grew up on my father's prune ranch 

located just south of Yountville.  

Although prunes were our main cash 

crop, we had a diversified farm raising 

our own chickens, eggs, cows for milk 

and vegetables.  From time to time we 

even raised pigs and turkeys.  
 

Because my father held an executive 

position in the dried fruit growers co-op, I 

attended public schools in Napa, 

Yountville and in San Jose for three 

years.  Before spending three years in the 

Army Air Corps during World War Two, 

I spent three years at UC Berkeley for 

three years.  Graduation came in June 

after my army discharge in the spring of 

l946.  In July of that same year I married 

Janet Jack of Philadelphia, PA.  Initially 

we lived in San Francisco while I 

attended Hastings College of Law.   
 

Following my graduation in 1949, we 

made our home in Napa where I 

commenced practicing law which 

remained my occupation until my 

election to the state legislature. I served 

in the state assembly for four two year 

terms {l967-l974} and one four year term 

in the state senate {l974-l978}.   

 

During my time in the state legislature I 

was privileged to work with others to 

write and enact the first farm labor bill in 

the U. S., create the California Coastal 

Commission, and authorize the lease of 

Skyline Park to Napa County. Following 

my defeat in 1978, I was appointed to the 

Workers Compensation Appeals Board 

on which I served until my retirement in 

1984. 
  
Excepting a temporary stay in Mendocino 

in 1984-5, Janet and I lived in Napa from 

1949 until her death in May, 2007.  We 

were married for almost 61 years. We 

were most proud of having 4 children, 

Jill, David, Peter and Jane.  I am grateful 

that they all remain in good health. 

 

JOHN DUNLAP  
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                                      I was born in Davis CA while my parents attended grad school there. My father                   

              was studying viticulture and oenology and my mother was getting her  

                          teaching credentials. 
 

              I grew up in St. Helena and am the oldest child to 2 brothers, 18 and 21, who  

              live in Santa Barbara (one about graduate from UC Santa Barbara), one  

              sister, 31, (just accepted to UC Berkeley for grad school). I'm very close to mom, 

              Susan who lives in St. Helena. My father is re-married and I have an 8-year  

              old half-sister. 
 

             My husband and I met when I was 17, at the Napa College Photo Department.  

             We dated for 10 years then married. We just had our 10-year wedding   

             anniversary. 
 

              I attended UC Berkeley and studied Art History.  My husband Rob is an  

             artist,  teacher, and defender of the bees and graduated from Sonoma State with 

             a BA  and an MFA from UC Davis. 
 

Our miracle-baby son Davis was born November 15, 2003. He was 2 pounds, 4 ounces. Davis is about 

to graduate from kindergarten! 
 

I've worked as a photographer for the last 15 years and have had the opportunity to travel extensively 

for my work, shooting weddings all over the US, and beyond, including Mexico, the Bahamas, the 

West Indies, and Italy (and last summer I photographed SF mayor Gavin Newsom's wedding in 

Montana). I'm still feeling  guilty about all those carbon miles and am definitely trying to work 

closer to home these days! 
 

Sylvia and Bob are completely responsible for inspiring my interest in UU. Their enthusiasm is 

infectious! I didn't have much personal experience with religion during  my upbringing, and felt a lot 

of disdain toward what I saw were the blatant contradictions. UU reflects my own values and allows 

me to have a sense of spirituality while remaining open-minded. It makes so much sense to me and 

gives me hope. I'm excited to be a part of this dynamic community and look forward to becoming a 

member and becoming even more involved. 
 

In my downtime (haha) I'm working on a victory garden and I enjoy reading when I 

can fit it in.   Davis, Rob and I live in Napa with one cat, many turtles, and thousands of bees. 
 

Meg Smith 
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 UUFNB BULLETIN BOARD  

 
 

In honor of Mothers Day, ten percent of 

our non-pledge donations for May will be 

given to the Napa Emergency Womenôs 

Services. The mission of NEWS is to 

provide a nurturing refuge for women and 

children suffering from domestic violence, 

and to be a catalyst for change through 

prevention, intervention, and advocacy. 

PLEASE BE AS GENEROUS AS YOU CAN ! 

 

 

May 17th 
 

After the service, representatives of your  
Board of Trustees will be available to 

discuss the revised budget for 2009-10. 
You will receive a copy of this budget by 

e-mail the week before. 
 

Please come with your questions, 
concerns, and input. 

 

SAVE 

THE 

DATE 
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άGeneral Assembly (GA) is the annual 
meeting of the Unitarian   
Universalist Association of 
Congregations. General Assemblies 
shall make overall policy for carrying 
out the purposes of the Association   
and shall direct and control its affairs. 
Voting at each regular and   
special General Assembly shall be by 
accredited delegates from   
certified member congregations, 
certified associate member   
organizations, and trustees." 
  

What's more, it's incredibly fun!  
Come for: 

¶ inspiring worship,  

¶ stimulating workshops,  

¶ and  great shopping! 
 

A wealth of great programming is  
being sponsored by the General   
Assembly Planning Committee. 

  
UU University has been  

incorporated into the GA schedule. 
  

2009 is a UUA presidential election 
year. Will it be Peter Morales,  

or Laurel Hallman? 
  

This year's Assembly will vote to  
adopt a new Statement of  
Conscience,  Peacemaking. 

  
Registration & Housing 

Is happening NOW! 
sign on to UUA.org for more  details. 

The closest hotels sell out early, 
so don't delay!

 

General Assembly 

A MEETING OF CONGREGATIONS 

June 24-28, 2009 

Salt Lake City, Utah 

There is something for everyone at the 

Pacific Central District 
District Assembly 2009 

May 1- 3 
Fremont Marriott 

 

 

Join hundreds of other Unitarian Universalists  

for a weekend of laughing, learning, networking and worship 
 

EVENTS 

¶ Banner Parade  

¶ Friday Night Opening Worship with the PCD UUMA 

¶ Saturday Breakfast with Keynote Speaker 
Rev. Peter Morales, Candidate for UUA President 

¶ 5 levels of Child and Youth Programming 

¶ Workshops for everyone 

¶ PCD Annual Meeting  

¶ Saturday evening Banquet Dinner 
featuring Rev. Laurel Hallman, Candidate for UUA President 

¶ Sunday Morning Worship Service, featuring members of the PCD 
UUMA 

¶ Old friendships and new faces, engaging conversations and 
discoveriesé 

and much more! 

For more information:   www.pcd-uua.org 
or contact us at:  pcd@pcd-uua.org 

510-601-1437 
 

Please make your HOTEL RESERVATION  by April 17th  
 

No registrations for nursery, child / youth programming  
will be taken after April 21! 

 

Adult registration deadline is April 27th  including meals 
 

Walk-in registrations accepted on site 
(with no meals nor childcare provided) 

 
 

 

http://www.pcd-uua.org/
mailto:pcd@pcd-uua.org


8 

 

 

 


