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September 6 th      
"  A Faith For Our Time " 
Reverend Cat Cox  
Worship Associate: Vicki Wolf  
 

Our new President of the UUA, Peter Morales, calls us 
to the religious vision of becoming "A Faith For Our 
Time."  It's an exciting possibility.  Join Rev. Cat Cox, a 
UU spiritual director who has worked with dozens of 
congregations, in exploring the gifts - and the edges - of 
seeing this challenge in the light not only of "growing our 
movement," but as a call to healing and justice making 
in a broken world. 

 

SUMMER PROGRAM:  TEACHERS WILL HAVE STORIES, 

          ACTIVITIES AND GAMES FOR CHILDREN  
 

After Service:  SUBMIT HEALTHCARE STORIES 

September  13 th       
" Gathering of the Waters " 
Reverend Bonnie Dlott  
Worship Associate:  Suze Bobzien  
    

Itôs ñHomecomingò Sunday!ò Come join us, 

and remember to bring a small amount of 

water to our service, either from a place that 

you visited this summer or from your own 

home. You will be invited to come up and 

share about your water, and then to mingle it 

with the rest of the water from our community. 

COMMUNITY SUNDAY:  NO RE CLASSES                                       

            (CHILD CARE AVAILABLE) 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

September 20 th        
 Ȱ4ÈÅ $ÅÅÒÆÉÅÌÄ ,ÅÁÆ 7ÁÒÓȱ 
Reverend Ronald T. Evans   
Worship Associate:  Matt Metzler  
 

Ron Evans retired recently after more than 20 years as 
pastor of the First Congregational Church (United 
Church of Christ) in Darien, CT.  He and his wife Janet 
now live in southern California. 
 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PROGRAM: TREASURE HUNTING 

MIDDLE SCHOOL/JUNIOR HIGH:  MORAL TALES 

 
 
 

September 27 th      
"Roots and Wings" 
Reverend Bonnie Dlott  
Worship Associate:  BJ Pheiffer  
 

One of our most beloved Unitarian Universalist hymns 

includes the words, ñRoots hold me close, wings set me 

free.ò As we begin a new year, how can we nourish our 

community roots? And what might it mean for us to 

spread our wings? Join us today for these reflections, 

and help us welcome our first ever Youth Members  

with a special Ingathering ceremony. 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PROGRAM: TREASURE HUNTING 

MIDDLE SCHOOL/JUNIOR HIGH:  MYTHS 
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Message from the Minister 
 

I have always loved September. When I was much younger it brought cooler weather, 

interesting classes, and new friends. When I had children, September meant I had a few 

quiet hours each morning after everyone left for school. This year I look forward to the 

promise and possibility of a whole new church year with you. 

In September I also begin to turn inward, as the days get shorter and the plants in my 

garden begin to wither.  As harvest time approaches, I consider how the lives of plants 

and animals sustain me. By October I am thinking about those close to me who have died 

during the year, and how their lives still nourish mine. 

This year, my reflections about death came early. On August 6, just a few days into my 

study leave, my dear friend Kevin Drewery died. Some of you may remember Kevin; he 

preached a sermon at UUFNB in January of 2008, about how he related the world of 

Harry Potter to Unitarian Universalism. Kevin had been HIV positive for twenty years at 

that time, and healthy. He developed AIDS in February of this year. 

I met Kevin in Boston at a training of trainers for Our Whole Lives, our UU sexuality 

education program. He told me that Unitarian Universalism had transformed his life. By 

the end of the training, I was encouraging him to apply to seminary. He was a gifted 

religious educator, and was accepted at Starr King School for the Ministry the following 

year. Kevin was utterly committed to his ministry with children and youth, and to his 

work as an Our Whole Lives trainer. Kevin believed that Unitarian Universalism saved 

souls, and he knew that our comprehensive approach to sexuality education saved lives. 

He wondered to me if it might have saved his. 

I miss Kevin very much, but his memory continues to nourish and inspire me. In August I 

trained over forty new teachers for the Our Whole Lives program, who will reach 

hundreds of young people in our congregations. I know Kevin would be proud. As a 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘΣ άYŜǾƛƴϥǎ ƭƛŦŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǎŜŜŘΣ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜōƛǊǘƘΦέ LΩƳ 

holding that image as I remember him, imagining all the young lives that are blossoming 

right now as a result of his love for the world. 

As we begin our new year together, let us remember that Unitarian Universalism is a 

faith that transforms lives, and that those lives can in turn transform the world. What a 

joy it is to be part of it, and to be doing this work with you. Happy September! 

Hopefully, 
 

 Rev. Bonnie Dlot 

minister @uunorthbay.org 
       (925) 256-4334 
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The lazy, hazy days of summer are 
almost over.  You might have noticed 
that our Sunday attendance was down 
in August.  I contributed to that 
attendance dip to spend time with 
visiting family, travel, and ï I admit ï 
sleep in a few Sundays! 
 
But the new church year is about to 
begin and I am excited to start it with an 
excellent new Board and ideas 
generated at our 8/29 Board retreat.  
One area we will be focusing on this 
year is our committee structure and 
ways to effectively use your talents and 
the interests you expressed in our 
Volunteer Survey.   
 
Other topics of discussion were 
readying ourselves to begin a revision of 
our Long Range Plan for 2011-2015, 
revising our Bylaws to incorporate 
changes made over the past 2 years 
and finalizing the calendar for the year. 
 
On September 13 we will have a 
ñConversation with the Boardò after 
service to update you on our plans for 
the year and to receive your input. 
 
We have a new bookkeeper!  Her name 
is Julie Schmidt and she operates her 
own bookkeeping service here in Napa.  
I especially want to thank Jim Craig and 
Paul Boisvert for their hard work as we 
interviewed our candidates and made 
the recommendation to the Board to hire 
Julie. 
 
Hereôs to another church year filled with 
inspiring sermons, the laughter of 
children, camaraderie, many visitors, 
new members, and the continuation of 
our many fine programs and activities. 
 
 

Iris Barrie, President 

Board of Trustees 

 

boARD BUZZ 
 

 

 

SHARE THE PLATE 

Beginning in September, the non - pledge money 

on one Sunday a month will be donated to a 

cause other than UUFNB. On that Sunday, an 

announcement will be made about the chosen 

social justice cause.  

 

BOOKKEEPER SEARCH 

Interviews are in progress for a part - time 

bookkeeper.  
 

FACEBOOK PAGE 

UUFNBôs Facebook page is taking off. 
 

FALL CHALICE LIGHTER CALL 

The next Chalice Lighter ñcallò will be in  

October. If you would like to learn more 

about the Chalice Lighter program to help 

other UU congregations, see Bob Jones.  
 

GAY MENôS CHOIR 

In September, UUFNB will co - sponsor a Napa 

concert presented by the Oakland/East Bay Gay 

Menôs Chorus. 
 

UUFNB COMMITTEES 

The Board is in the process of analyzing the 

desired committee structure for the upcoming 

year.  

 

JJJUUULLLYYY   BBBOOOAAARRRDDD   HHHIIIGGGHHHLLLIIIGGGHHHTTTSSS   

Gay Menõs Chorus Concert! 
 

 Along with the First United Methodist Church, 

UUFNB will be co-hosting 

the DEBUT performance of the 

Oakland/East Bay Gay Menõs Chorus  
in Napa! 

 

The concert will be held at 
the Methodist Church on Randolph Street 

on  September 13 th  
at  5p.m . 

  

The concert is a fundraiser for both of the host congregations 
and we will need volunteers t o help make this a great event!  
 

Here are ways you can helpé 
  

Sell Advance Tickets to friends, neighbors, co-workers 

Help post flyers around town 
Take or sell tickets at the concert, or be an usher  
Arrange for the refreshments for the ñMeet the Chorusò mixer 

Help with setup and/or cleanup 
  

Please call Paul or Rick at 226-1314 to sign up. 

Thanks so much! 
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Even though itôs summer and the schedule seems to be a little more 
relaxed, your RE Council and I have been busy planning and 
preparing for the new church year that starts on September 13.  We 
will continue with two classes; the preschool children have all moved 
up into the Elementary class, (grades 1 through 3) and the Middle 
School/Junior High class, (grades 4 - 8).  Although we have lost 
teachers from last year, I am committed to our teaching teams being 
scheduled no more than once a month. 
 

The Elementary class will be using the curriculum, ñTreasure 
Huntingò, which involves children in the excitement of the search for 
meaning in life using games, crafts, songs and stories. The teaching 
teams from the Preschool class; Bob and Sylvia Jones, Dave 
Lindsay and Maggie Ingalls, will teach this grade with me. 
 

In order to give the Middle School/Junior High class a more well-
rounded spiritual education, we will be continuing with the ñpillarsò 
philosophy of offering UU identity, the interdependent web of life 
through science and social justice on alternate Sundays. The UU 
Identity pillar, (teachers Wendy Metzler, Susan Okun, Sue Medrano 
and Margaret Kelso), will be using the curriculum, ñThe Stepping 
Stone Yearò, to explore religious myths and how they apply to our 
daily lives as a religious people.  The Social Justice pillar, (teachers 
Tracy Ruhs, William Somerville, Jeff Conklin and me), will be 
continuing with the UUAôs new curriculum, ñMoral Talesò.  The 
Interdependent Web of Life pillar, (teachers Margo McCandless, 
Rainer Hoenicke, Meg Smith and me), will be using the UU Ministry 
for Earth curriculums, ñWe are all Connectedò and ñNurturing the 
Spirit-Nature Connection.ò 
 

We will continue to include the children in the service once a month 
on Community Sundays and are working with the Social Justice 
Committee on an all-church project for the months with five 
Sundays. And if we find that we have new preschool children, the 
Council will be developing a new class for them.  
 

And while we have been busy planning, we have also been holding 
classes all summer long.  Since July 5, we offered a story we 
discussed with the children, and then taught them about a famous 
UU ancestor while they colored or worked on a craft project.  The 
last two summers the attendance has been very spotty.  Last year 
we had no children for half of the summer Sundays.  But this year 
we have had an average of 3-4 children every Sunday.  This is an 
important change and the RE Council will be looking at ways to 
carry this forward in to the regular church year. 
 

I am also pleased to announce that along with our present RE 
Council members; Margaret Kelso and Tracy Ruhs, we have added 
Jeff Conklin and Meg Smith to our group.  Bonnie and I are excited 
by the enthusiasm of the group and are looking forward to a great 
year ahead! 

In faith, 

Mary Ellen Morgan 

Director of Religious Education 
 

REflections UU'S WORK  
ON HEALTHCARE 

REFORM 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Two UUFNB members ï Paul Boisvert and Maggie Ingalls ï 
attended the UU Legislative Ministry (UULM) of California 
Workshop for Healthcare Reform Activists held on Saturday 
August 22.  They are proud to report that the UULM has their 
finger on the pulse of this issue!  
 

WHAT IS GOING ON NOW ON THIS ISSUE ON THE FEDERAL LEVEL?   
The House has 3 committees working on writing 3 different 
bills!  One written by George Miller, a strong liberal; one written 
by Henry Waxman, a conservative Democrat; and one written 
by Pete Stark who is both a progressive and a UU.  Nancy 
Pelosi will work to create a merger of these 3 bills. Crucial is 
the Kucinich amendment which allows states to have a single 
payer system if they want to.   
 

In the Senate, the Kennedy bill is fairly progressive, but the 
Max Baucus bill, from the Finance Committee, is not.  October 
15 is a critical date, because the financial part of a Senate bill 
can be passed with only a simple majority until then.  After 
October 15, 60 votes will be needed to pass.  So we are 
planning a big push on the Senate.  
 

HOW CAN YOU INFLUENCE THE DISCUSSION ? 
In California, our focus is on conservative Democratic Senator 
Diane Feinstein.   The goal is to send her positive messages 
about the benefits that true healthcare reform would have for 
her constituents.  Letters to her Washington office experience 
delays of 3 months because of anthrax screening and the 
Washington office staff is hard to reach.  So, the best way to 
contact her is through her California offices.  The San 
Francisco office phone is (415) 393-0707.    
 

 If you have a compelling story about difficulties caused 
by problems with your private health insurance, please 
bring it into church on Sunday Aug 30 or Sunday Sept 6.  
Paul and Maggie will have a table set up to collect these 
stories.  If you wish, they will take your picture to include with 
your story.  A copy will be sent to both Senator Feinstein and 
the UULM.  We will also be happy to take dictation if you are 
more comfortable with that method!  Our goal is to send 
Senator Feinstein back to Washington on Sept.15 with many 
stories reminding people that we do not have the best 
healthcare system in the world! 
 

Other ways to assist with this crucial effort can be found by 
going to the UULM website at  www.uulmca.org.  Click on 
ñEnter the Websiteò.  Then the box on the right side that says 
ñUU Voices for Healthcareò.   Many wonderful resources are 
here.  Another potent strategy is to write letters to the Editor.  
 

The Center for Policy Analysis website at 
www.centerforpolicyanalysis.org is a great source of accurate 
information on the healthcare issue.   
 

To assist in UUFNBôs efforts to influence this issue, call 
Maggie Ingalls (747-5205) or Paul Boisvert (226-1314) 
 

 

http://www.uulmca.org/
http://www.centerforpolicyanalysis.org/
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                    DDIISSCCUUSSSSIIOONNSS    OONN    RREELLIIGGIIOONN   
             with Jim Craig 
 

9:45a.m. --  10:45a.m.   
Usually Second Sunday of the month 
          (see schedule below) 

1515 Pueblo Ave. in Napa 
 

                                 INTRODUCTION :                     
                       This is basically a course on the history of religion.  
How and why did humans become ñreligiousò in the first place?  
How has that religiousnessò evolved over the millennia?   
The focus is on the Middle East, though excursions will be made 
to comparative--and continuing--developments in India and China. 
 

Chapter titles (in quotes) below are from The Source, by James Michener. 
Participants are encouraged to read those chapters for the date indicated. 

 
September 13:  ñThe Tellò and ñThe Bee Eaterò 

   How do archeologists work, especially to date found objects?   

   How did agriculture develop, and who was primarily responsible?   

 

October 11:  ñOf Death and Lifeò and ñAn Old Man and His Godò 

   The coming of gods and goddesses.   

   The practice of human sacrifice. 

   The arrival in the Middle East of the Hebrews; conflict with Canaanites. 

 

November 8:  ñPsalm of the Hoopoe Birdò and ñThe Voice of Gomerò 

   The appeal of Jerusalem (in both ancient and modern times) and Yahweh. 

   Religious/ethnic intermarriage.   

   The place of women and prophets. 

 

December 13:  ñIn the Gymnasiumò and ñKing of the Jewsò 

   How and why have Jews been so resistant to assimilation?   

   How can we deal with religious intolerance?   

   The story of Herod the Great and Jesus. 

 

January 10:  ñYigal and His Three Generalsò and ñThe Lawò 

   Division among Jews.  Destruction of Jerusalem.   

   How the Torah preserved  the Jewish people.   

   The appeal of a powerful new religion (Christianity). 

 

February 14:  ñA Day in the Life of a Desert Riderò 

   The arrival of Islam and its effect. 

 

March 21:  ñVolkmarò and ñThe Fires of MaCoeurò 

   The Crusades and their long-lasting influence 

 

April 11:  ñThe Saintly Men of Safedò and ñTwilight of an Empireò 

   Medieval and modern developments in the Middle East. 

 

May 9:  ñRebbe Itzik and the Sabraò 

   What is the religious situation in the world today? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Evensong is a small group ministry 
program designed to help 
congregation members make 
lasting connections with one 
another. The Carquinez Cluster of 
¦¦Ωǎ ŀƴŘ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ 
Evensong curriculum for monthly, 
informal gatherings designed for 
groups of 10 to 20.  Each session 
will include singing, readings and 
discussion.  Evensong gathers 
together a small group of people 
for earnest listening and sharing 
of thoughts, beliefs, and journeys 
in spirituality and religious life.  
Evensong is an experience of 
shared worship. The intimate 
format is based on the idea that 
"honest, loving, speaking and 
respectful, open listening make 
community." Participants are 
invited to share thoughts, 
experiences, doubts, and religious 
beliefs.    

September 15th  
ά{CRIPTURE AND STORYέ 

 

October 20
th

 
άtRAYER AND SPIRITUAL PRACTICEέ 

 

November 17th  
άCEARέ 

  

December 15th 
άDENEROSITYέ 

 

January 19th  
άIOSPITALITY AND THE STRANGERέ 

  

February 16th 
ά.EING ALIVEέ 

 

March 16th 
ά.ELIEFS AND ACTIONSέ 

 

April 20th  
άwELIGIOUS AND SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCESέ 

 

May 18th  
ά¢HE DIVINEέ 

 

June 15th  
ά¢HE HUMANέ 

 

For more information see  
 Calendar Detail each month 

 

Evensong in 
Benicia/Vallejo  
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UUFNB BULLETIN BOARD  

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
North Bay 
is now on  

 
 
 
 

Join us there!! 
 

www.facebook.com 

 
Become a fan of UUFNBôs facebook 

page by entering 
ñUnitarian Universalist  

Fellowship of North Bayò  
into the search box on the upper right  

of your facebook homepage. 
 

Click the magnifying glass 
and the link to our page will be appear. 

  

Join The U.U. Flotilla!  
 

Sunday, Aug ust  30 th   - starts around 1:30  - paddling for an 
hour or so (Kyacks, Canoes and Rowboats) - then a picnic (on 

the Napa River) - then paddling back to the "put in".  If you 
have a boat come join us; if you don't have a boat, jump    

quick for the few tag -a-long seats still available!  
            Contact William Somerville  

             for more information.  
 

 
TEACHER TRAINING 

to be held 
on September 20

th
  

right after the service. 
 

The meeting will not be long  
and lunch will be served.  
Childcare will be provided. 

   

For more information, please call 
Mary Ellen Morgan at 294-2759. 

  
 

http://www.facebook.com/
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September 17th, at 10 AM.  Meetings 

are held at 695 Cabot Way, home of Dr. 

Else Ross. 

 

The September selection is: 

Infidel,  a New York Times bestseller by 

Ayaan Hirsi Ali published in 2007.  For 

security reasons, the female ghostwriter 

of this book remains anonymous.  Hirsi 

Ali writes about her youth in Somalia, 

Saudi Arabia, Ethiopia, and Kenya and 

about her flight to the Netherlands 

where she applied for political asylum.  

She continues with her university 

experience in Leiden, her work for the 

Labor Party, her transfer to the People's 

Party for Freedom and Democracy, her 

election to Parliament, and the murder 

of Theo van Gogh, with whom she made 

the film Submission.  The book ends 

with the controversy regarding her 

citizenship, which helped bring down 

the Dutch government." 

 

The Book of Dead Birds by Gayle 

Brandeis will be October's selection. 

 
 

 

BOARD MEETING  
1 pm on the 4

th
 Sunday.    All are 

welcome.  Contact  Iris Barrie 265-6926 

for location. 
 

 
 
7pm  on Tuesday, September 15

th
  

Dave Lindsay, 124 Carlisle Way, Benicia 

3rview@gmail.com, 747-5205 

Evensong “Scripture and Story”  

(for details see page 5) 
 

CHOIR REHEARSAL  
7:15 pm to 8:45 pm, Wednesdays, 

September 2
nd

 and September 9
th

 in 

preparation for Homecoming Sunday. 

1135 Olive Hill Ln in Napa 

Kate MacPherson  255-5687 

 

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY 

September 21
st
 at 11a.m.  

At the  Wilsonôs home  

2748 Elks Way in Napa. 

Contact person:   

Bonnie Dlott (925) 256-4334 

 

CONVERSATION WITH THE BOARD 
Sunday, September 13

th
 after service

 

The opportunity for the Board to receive 

your input on plans for the year. 

 

CUUPS  MEETING 
Wednesday, September 2

nd 

 For location call Rev Bonnie at  

(925) 256-4334 or send her an e-mail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCUSSIONS ON RELIGION 

with Jim Craig 

September 13
th

, 9:45 to 10:45 

At the Boys N Girls Club in Napa 
 

Chapter titles (in quotes) below are from 

The Source, by James Michener. 

Participants are encouraged to read those 

chapters for the date indicated. 
 

ñThe Tellò and ñThe Bee Eaterò 

ü How do archeologists work, esp to   

date found objects?   

ü How did agriculture develop, and who 

was primarily responsible?  
 

More information on page 5. 

 

DVD GROUP  
Tuesday, September 22

nd
  at Noon  

Abbey Silva’s home 

1177 El Centro 

224-8716 
 
 

The Living Matrix 

--the new Science of Healing--this full 

length film  featuring Lynn McTaggart, 

Marilyn Schlitz, Bruce Lipton and others   

speaks of new scientific theories which 

may affect the future of  health care 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE      
August 30

th
 at 10:15a.m.at the Boys N 

Girls Club.   Contact person:  Barbara  

  Kummer, 226-1191  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NO NAME BOOK CLUB  

 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RE COUNCIL MEETING 
Contact Mary Ellen Morgan 

294-2759,  657 Montecito in Napa 
 

SONOMA CHALICE CIRCLE 
Meets on the third Wednesday monthly 

for food and Fellowship from 7 to 9 at 

various locations.  Call Matt Metzler for 

more information: 935-7191. 
 

SPIRITUAL CARE GROUP  
Tuesday, September 8th, 7-9 pm 
Phyllis Boyson’s home, 1933 Waverly in 

Napa.  For more information call Rev 

Bonnie Dlott (925) 256-4334 

 

UU FLOTILLA ON THE RIVER 

Sunday, August 30
th

 at 1:30 

Boating and picnic.  For information:  

William Somerville 226-3909 

 

ñWE STAND FOR PEACEò VIGIL 

4
th 

Sunday of the month, 2 ï 4 pm 

Corner of 3
rd

 and Soscal 

 

GAY MENôS CHORUS CONCERT    

Sunday, September 13
th

  at 5p.m. at 

United Methodist Church, 625 

Randolph in Napa.  Debut performance 

and fundraiser for UUFNB.  For more 

information see page 3.  Contact persons 

Rick and Paul (226-1314). 

 

 

Calendar Event Details  & Announcements  

CARQUINEZ CLUSTER 

 

 

Deadline to submit 

articles and pictures for 

the  

OCTOBER  
Newsletter 

is 
 

September 21
st

 
th

   


