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July 4 ™

A\ New American Dream 0
Rev. Joel Gilbertson-White
Worship Associate: BJ Pheiffer

Joel Gilbertson-White is just completing his intern
ministry at First Unitarian Universalist Society of
San Francisco, and recently graduated from Starr
King School for the Ministry this May. Joel and his
wife Stephanie moved four years ago from
Madison, Wisconsin to Oakland to study at
seminary in Berkeley. They were recently joined by
their new baby, Henry."

Kids Summer Program
Stories and Crafts with Ginger Young Fisher

July 11 ™

fiSieze the Fireo

Dr. Leslie Polgar

VWrship Associate: Rick Marshall

Les Polgar, a native of Hungary, is a physicist and
businessman. His career has been leading high
tech ventures here and overseas, He holds a PhD
in physics (Carnegie Mellon) and an MBA (U. of
Connecticut). Currently, he teaches
Entrepreneurship in the MBA program at St. Mary's
College and serves on boards. He and his wife,
Sue, are active in lay leadership roles at the Mt.
Diablo UU Church (Walnut Creek) and in the UUA.

Kids Summer Program
Stories and Crafts with Ginger Young Fisher
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July 18

" A Jewish Perspective "

Rabbi Jerry Levi

Worship Associate: Matt Metzler

Rabbi Jerry Levy has been a Reform rabbi since
1971. He had congregations in San Jose, Los
Gatos, Gilroy, Morgan Hill, and Ojai. When he
moved to Marin County in 2005, he decided to go
freelance and serve the unaffiliated and secular-
leaning Jewish community. This service is
another in our series with speakers from various
faith perspectives.

Kids Summer Program
Stories and Crafts with Ginger Youm Fisher

July 25

('he Kimchi Chronicles 6

Rev. Bonnie Dlott

Worship Associate: Lenore Hirsch

What do fermented skate, live octopus, and
wasabi-flavored ice cream have in common? They
are all foods that your minister will face on her trip
to Japan and South Korea this month. Come
today and hear about the cultural and gastronomic
adventures of a Unitarian Universalist family
traveling in Eastern Asia.

Kids Summer Program
Stories and Crafts



Message from the Minister

In July lusually take a significant vacation, and so this month | will be

traveling with my family to Japan and South Korea. | will be out of the

country from July first to the sixteenth, returning to you on Monday the

nineteenth. While I am gone, Rev. Chip Wright, who led our worship service
on June 20, will be covering for me. Should you have a pastoral emergency

while | am out of the country, please get in touch with him. You can get his

contact information from any of your board members (David Lindsay, Mary Lu
Kennelly, Paul Boisvert, Anne Jungerman, Margo McCandless, BJ Pheiffer, and
Lenore Hirsch).

Why visit East Asia? Some of you know that my son has been studying in

South Korea for the past year. He described to us so many interesting sights

and experiences that we  decided to go and see them for ourselves. The whole

family is going, including my father. We hope to climb mountains (small ones)

visit shrines and temples, tour parks, shop at exotic marketplaces, and of

course, eat lots of interesting food. My son Glade describes the food in Korea

a s h a vvarious levels of divinely  -inspiring, skin -graft -necessitating heat,
aswellasmind -war ping weirdness. o | told himt

| will miss you all when | am gone, and may send some updates on Fa cebook
if I get a chance. On the | ong plane tri
The Almost Church, Revitalized. Many of you have recommended this book to

me, and | hope we can use some of Michae
continue our st eady growth. | have a particular interest in looking at our

membership process this year, as well as our Adult Programs and Small Group
ministries.

Vacations are important for all of us. They give us time to relax, reflect, and
rejuvenate. | hope you have set aside some time for yourself and your family
this summer. Remember, having good boundaries around work and play is

part of a healthy spiritual life! (Tell your boss your minister said so.)

Bon Voyage,

Rev. Bonnie Dlott

bdlott@comcast.net
(925) 256-4334
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Meet Ginger Young Fisher, the New R.E. Teacher

Hi everyone- My name is Ginger Young Fisher, and | started as the neweacher of
our R.E. program on June 20th. My husband, Brad, and | have lived in Napa since
2000, and we're both lifelong Unitarian Universalists. We even met at

General Assembly in Proenix in 1997! | grew up in the Mt. Diablo Unitarian
Universalist church, and have been very active in PCBYRUU and PCBUUYAN,

and later served as an adult advisor for PCBYRUU. We have two boys, Atticus (age
5) and Paxton (age?2), and my older son will start attending with me once | get a bit
more settled. I'm also an attorney and practice law part-time with Legal Aid of Napa

Valley, and I'm currently concluding a 6-year term on the Board of Directors of Community Resources for
Children. I'm also a graduate of Leadership Napa Valley class 16 and a previous member of their Board of
Directors, and one of the officers of the Napa Mom's Club.

I'm really looking forw ard to getting to know the congregation and the children- the kids I've met so far
have been amazing! Please feel free to contact me atvyoundfisher@gmail.com if you have any questions
or need to discuss anything with me, or just grab me at the coffee hour.

See you on Sunday!
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A happy crowd of members and friends of UUFNB gathered at Fuller Park on Saturday
morning (June 12) to celebrate the planting of a native Western Redbud tree in honor of our
beloved Susan Levine. The ceremony, which was sponsored jointly by the Social Jusice
Committee and the RE program, began with a discussion of trees. Two of our children, Aiya
Conklin and Ricki Medrano, reminded the grownups of the important gifts we receive from trees,
gifts such as clean air and water, oxygen, shade, wood and paper and homes for animals. They
pointed out that people need to cherish our trees by recycling paper and using less paper,
planting trees and reducing the amount of pollution we put into the air and water.

Julian Frayre and Steve Bradley, from the Napa Paks and Recreation Dept., directed the
planting of the tree, with the enthusiastic help of Aiya, Ricki, and several adults. Reverend
Bonnie blessed the tree and read a poem about trees in honor of Susan Levine, a much loved
member of our church who died in 2008. Susan was a well known peace activist and
environmentalist; she would have been delighted with this beautiful native tree which has heart
shaped leaves and beautiful pink flowers.

To further mark the occasion, the Social Justice committee donated $50 from the Susan
Levine Fund to the Foundation for Napa Recreation, which provides funds to the Parks and
Recreation dept to use for scholarships to enable low income kids to participate in various
activities. The ceremony ended with the participants writing wishes for the world on colorful
ribbons. If you walk in Fuller Park, look for the Western Redbud, newly staked and about 6 feet
tall, between the walk and the picnic tables on the west side of the park.
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On June 12 a group of UUFNB children, members and friends gathered in Fuller Park to plant a tree and remember
the commitment and work of activist Susan Levine. After the planting, members wrote their wishes for the world on
ribbons and tied them on a trellis. The wishes and messages are shared below.

On a Summer Morning

Heart shaped leaves flutter
Hands shovel soil around the base
Feet tap gently

Poem read, blessing said
In memory of Susan
Activist, mentor, friend

Wishes on ribbons

|  trees and the Earth.
Let us giveQganks for all living things.
May we be as strong, expansive and fruitful as this tree.
Western Redbud slides into a perfect ho le
May we treat the Earth as our very self. (after Joanna Macy)
Wishing for a healthier planet and a peaceful world.
| want to make a better world for my children.
Trees are good.

May Peace be on Earth.
Let there be peace within and among each of us and a Il peoples.
Heal the world.
Accept and celebrate our sameness and differences.
Do not hurt your brothers and sisters.

Susan inspires us still.

My desire is that the tree will live forever in Susan's memory.
Each of us can make a positive difference.
Peace

All with love.
Sure of purpose, loving of life, unafraid of life or death
May the light of love surround you.
May joy and goodness follow you all the days of your life.
All is love

Blessings sent...blessings received
~Maggie Ingalls

Thank you Dave Lindsay for the pictures!
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being involved in any church, | me to look beyond my
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like coming home.

McCandless mean to you ? Margaret Kelso

Our UUENB Family

I grew up in Northridge, California, the younger of two children. My
parents had moved there from Chi
Father was determined would be no more than 5 years (they spent the
rest of their lives there). | later attended UC Davis where | completed
degrees in Nutrition Science and Design. After Davis | moved to
Berkeley and began working first at a small residential construction
company and then as a kitchen designer (in Santa Rosa). In 1993 |
took what | intended to be a temporary job at a small plumbing
wholesale house in San Francisco and have been working in the
industry ever since. For nine years | managed the showroom for
Kate Brady General Plumbing Supply in Walnut Creek, Ca.

In 2002 | relocated to Sarasota, FL both to experience a new place and to get some warmer weather! |
continued to work in decorative plumbing until the Florida building industry collapsed in 2008. In
September of that year | secured a job as a Deputy Field Organizer for the Florida Campaign for
Change (Obama Campaign) That experience was both exhausting and exhilarating. Once the election
was over | began the job hunt again. In early 2009 General Plumbing asked if | would be interested in
returning to California to manage the showroom in American Canyon. | returned in June, 2009.

My Father passed away in 1998 and friends of my Mother began taking her to Emerson Unitarian in
Canoga Park. When | visited LA | would go with her and what | heard at Emerson made sense to me.
After | moved to Florida | joined the UU Church of Sarasota and right away | felt | was in the right place.
During my years at UUCS | served on the Sanctuary and Welcoming Congregation Committees, on the
Board as first Secretary then as Vice-President and on the last Search Committee. | also helped
organize a District Conference and did the design for our kitchen remodel.

Over the years | have enjoyed a range of athletic pursues: distance bicycling in college, white water
rafting, hiking and camping. In Florida | discovered the fun of bird watching. Since moving to Sonoma |
have discovered yoga and have added that to my practice of Pilates which | greatly enjoy. | also enjoy
cooking, reading, politics and travel. | continue to visit Florida when | can and to spend a week or two
every summer with family at a small cabin we have on a lake in Northern Wisconsin. | am also teaching
myself web design and building a website for my business. | have started attending the Sonoma Chalice



