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Upcoming Services

Sunday, August 10, 10 am
Rev. Bonnie Dlott, with Worship Associate Suze 
Bobzien: ÒFor All That Is Our Lives.Ó UU!s 
across the nation are grieving for those who 
were killed or injured in Tennessee last week by 
a gunman who walked into the Tennessee 
Valley UU Church and started shooting. How 
does our faith call us to respond such violence? 
And is there a Òlotus blossom in the mudÓ to be 
found? Join us this morning as we honor those 
who died in Tennessee, and remember others 
who have given their lives for our faith.

Sunday, August 17, 10 am
Corbin Davis, with Worship Associate Matt 
Metzler. Corbin is a student at PaciÞc School of 
Religion, and served this year as the intern for 
the Interfaith Council at the Presidio in San 
Francisco. 

Sunday August 24, 10 am
Rev. Bonnie Dlott, with Worship Associate 
Lenore Hirsch: ÒThe River Why.Ó Nature is a 
time-honored refuge from the stress and 
monotony that can creep into our lives. What is 
it about the ocean, a mountain, or a forest that 
feeds and renews our spirits?  It was the Rogue 
River in southern Oregon that made your 
minister wonder about this, and revisit a favorite 
book about a river, the questions we ask 
ourselves, and the answers we Þnd when we 
leave the safety and routine of our ÒcivilizedÓ 
lives. 

Dear Members and Friends of UUFNB,

Please note two important things in the 
digest this week: the Þrst is that the 
deadline to submit an all-church social 
justice proposal to me for next year is this 
Friday, August 8 (for more details see my 
article on page 5). The second is that the 
Galyle Keane is organizing our Circle 
Dinners for next year (see details on page 
4). These dinners were very popular last 
year, so don!t wait to sign up!

If you need to remind folks about a 
Fellowship-wide event or program before 
then, please get in touch with Suze 
Bobzien, our Worship Associate, before 
Sunday and she will make your 
announcement or call on you to make it. If 
you would like an e-mail copy of a sermon I 
have given at UUFNB, send me a note. If 
you wish to have items included in the 
Sunday Digest for August 10, please 
submit them to me by noon on Friday, 
August 8!

Glad to be back,

!e Rev. Bonnie Dlo"
minister.uufnb@mac.com
or (925) 256-4334

      August 3, 2008
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UUFNB Calendar
Wednesday August 6, 7 pm
Covenant of UU Pagans Meeting
68 Coombs Ave, Studio D4. Doug Taylor, 226-7500

Sunday August 10, Noon
UUFNB Board Meeting
Iris Barrie, 265-6926

Sunday August 10, 2-4 pm
We Stand for Peace
Soscol and First Street

Wednesday, August 13, 7-9 pm
Sonoma Chalice Circle
At the home of Matt and Wendy Metzler, 935-7191 

Sunday August 17, 2 pm
Popcorn Theology (youth group)
657 Montecito Blvd. Mary Ellen Morgan, 294-2759

Tuesday, August 19, 7 pm
Carquinez Cluster
Dragavon’s, 1468 Tamara Ct., Benicia. Contact Tom at thosdragavon@aol.com or 745-5290.

Sunday August 24, 11:15 am
Membership Committee Meeting
Boys & Girls Club, Barbara Kummer 226-1191

Wednesday, August 27, 7-9 pm
St. Helena Chalice Circle
St Helena Public Library, Community Room. RSVP to Barbara Back at 942-8810

Thursday, August 28, noon
DVD Club: “Holographic Surfing--Riding the Waves of Change " with Christine Page
Abbey Silva’s home, 1177 El Centro (driveway between 1179 and 1181) or call her at 224-8716.

To view the UUFNB Calendar, go to http://www.huntcal.com/cgi/calview.cgi/uufnb/UUFNB
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Adult Summer Programs: For July and August, these programs will be offered at 
11:15, after the worship service, at the Boys & Girls Club, 1515 Pueblo Ave.

¥August 10 - "Make a  Joyful Noise: Music of the World" " Adults, teens, and 
children are invited to join with Craig Payne to "feel the joy of your own music." 
Please bring your drums, rattles, bells, recorders or other music-making 
instruments, or just yourselves"to explore rhythms from around the world, including 
your own. Craig also provides rhythm makers and a great appreciation for people 
and their potential. Children under 10 should be accompanied by an adult.

¥August 17 - ÒMusical Fun & GamesÓ  Come join us for singing and drumming 
and lively fun after the service in our sanctuary (at the Boys and Girls Club)." 
Members of the Choir will lead us in Rounds, Hymns, a drum circle, and"even a 
Rock and Roll song."  Lots of fun, very much unrehearsed, but we plan on making 
beautiful music together."  Rhythm instrument will be provided, or bring your 
favorite drum or 'click-clack'.

Save The Date!
Sunday October 12, 4 pm

Installation and
25th Anniversary Celebration!

More Details to Come!

UUFNB Announcements



IT’S TIME TO SIGN-UP 
FOR OUR

CIRCLE DINNERS!!
          

The list is forming now for these delightful bi-
monthly gatherings  of 6 to 8 people for an 
evening of lively conversation and culinary 
delights.  Each dinner will bring together a new 
blend of people.  The only requirement?  Be a 
friend or member of UUFNB, sign-up or email 
your wish to be included and wait for your 
hostess to contact you.  You will be asked to 
bring a dish that will help complement the menu.

To be included contact Gayle Keane:
227-7754 or gaylekeane@msn.com

If you can host a dinner, please let me know 
and how many your table can comfortably seat.

Look at whatÕs 
newÉ

Our brand new web 

site will be ready to 

launch on August 

10 th!  Be sure to 

drop by 

www.uunorthbay.org  

and check us out!

Share the Plate!
10% of this months non-pledge plate donation

will go to the Knoxville Relief Fund, to bring ministry, spiritual 
care, and practical Þnancial assistance to those affected by the 

tragedy in Knoxville, Tennessee. Your gifts will assist the 
Tennessee Valley UU Church and the Westside Unitarian 

Universalist Fellowship and their members, and will show them 
that they are not alone during this time of shock and grief.

Please be as generous as you can.
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#  Message $om Your Minis%r . . . 

 August is upon us, and soon we will be noticing that the days are 
already getting shorter. Mary Ellen, Iris, and I are all busy thinking about 
the things we want to do in the next church year. We have new board 
members, a new plan for Children’s Religious Education, and we have 
received an exciting proposal for an all-church social justice project from 
the members of our Social Justice Committee, in partnership with 
members of the “Bread ‘n Soup” group. Once our Board reviews the 
proposal, and any others that come in before this Friday, August 8, you 
will be given a chance to vote by e-mail (or by petition) on the proposal 
you would like to accept. If you would like me to send you the guidelines 
for proposals, please get in touch with me right away.

 I received a kind note from the Rev. Doug Monroe, of the First 
United Methodist Church of  Napa, right after the shootings at the 
Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church. He says,

 “I join with you, your parishioners, and all of those who mourn the 
violence perpetrated by Jim David Adkisson on the people of the U.U. 
Church in Knoxville.  For me it is all the more reason for us who believe 
in full inclusion within the Body of Christ to come together and 
celebrate that union in the midst of difference . . . It's simply stunning 
what hate-speech can do to motivate twisted minds toward evil.”

 Rev. Monroe has also asked to join with me and other liberal clergy 
in the area in publicly opposing Proposition 8, which would amend the 
constitution of California to revoke the right of same-gender couples to 
marry. It’s good to have a colleague who shares many of our liberal 
values, and cares enough to reach out to us in this very sad time.

 Keeping the Faith,
       Rev. Bonnie Dlott



REflections

Well, it may be summer when the living is easy, but you wouldn’t know that by looking at your RE Council!  
They have been hard at work creating a brand new program for our children ages 6-12, which will start  on 
September 14th.

Our program centers on the Unitarian Universalist 7th principle, “The Interdependent Web of Life” and we 
have decided to hire credentialed science teachers who will present hands-on, engaging science 
curriculum three Sundays a month.  I talked with several of our members who have children in our RE 
Classes and they support this new approach, as does your Board of Trustees. One of our RE Teachers 
will be present at the end of every class, to wrap our UU values into the curriculum for that day.

To make sure that this idea was also attractive to the community, we held a focus group with parents of 
school children of this age group from Brown’s Valley.  Since science programs have been cut back in the 
local schools, the parents are very excited about this program and want to support it.  

As soon as we knew we had interest from the community, we started looking for science teachers for our 
program.  As of this date, we have three who have signed on and have started sending us their lesson 
plans. We are so lucky to have Lenore Hirsch on our Council, as she will be working closely with the 
teachers to make sure that their curriculum meets our standards. Schedules will be published, so that 
parents will be able to sign their children up for the classes they want.  There will be a charge to non-
members of $10 per class, or three classes for $25.  There will be no cost to the children of our members.

We are lucky to have a few more teachers to contact, and will be adding to our schedule as the year 
progresses. If you know of a wonderful, credentialed science teacher who would like to work with our 
children, please have them call me at 294-2759.  And if you have parents that are interested in the 
program, please let us know. We’d be glad to send them the registration forms.

As always, I am grateful for the hard work and imagination of our RE Council, and when you see one of 
them, be sure to thank them for all they do.  They are Sylvia Weaver Jones, Tracy Ruhs, Lenore Hirsch, 
Meg Kelso and Bonnie Dlott.

In addition, the teen group has been meeting twice a month and have watched and discussed the values 
and moral dilemmas presented in the movies “Back to the Future” and “Star Trek, Generations”. 
Attendance has been spotty through the summer, but we expect that to even out once school starts and 
schedules stabilize.  This class is lead by Bonnie Dlott, Bob Nicholson and me.

We are all looking forward to a very exciting year ahead!

	 	 In faith,	 	 	 Mary Ellen Morgan
      Director of Religious Education



#  Message From Your Board Presiden&

Greetings!  

I begin my year as President of the Board of Trustees with gratitude for the hard work of 
Bob Jones and the other Board members who have made the past two years a time of 
“thinking outside the box” as we made substantial progress in accomplishing the goals of 
our Long Range Plan:

 1. Find and retain a suitable space (long term lease or option to purchase)
  We just signed a year’s lease with the Boys and Girls club
 2. Grow into a pastoral-size congregation (50-150 people)

We increased our membership by about 16 people in the past 2 years; we 
now have 70 members

3. Have a permanent minister by 2010
We called Rev. Bonnie in 2007.  She will be formally installed 10/12/08

4. Increase each member’s average pledge by 5% each year between 2006 and 
2011
In 2006/07 our average pledge increased 33 %

5. Grow our building fund by 15% each year between 2006 and 2011
From 2006 to the present our building fund has increased to over $74,000  

This year we will embark on a project which sprang from the Leadership workshop 
conducted for us by Cilla Raughley last May.  With your help Rev. Bonnie and the Board 
are identifying an area for social action which will help our congregation turn its attention 
outward into the larger community while infusing increased spiritual meaning and purpose 
into Fellowship life.  Stay tuned!

As Board President I have two main goals this year.  One is to continue efforts to grow 
membership in a realistic way, e.g. use our Chalice Circles to reach people in outlying 
areas, reach out to our local community through advertising our speakers, and through a 
creative new curriculum now being developed by R.E., etc. 

My second goal is to be a good steward of our Fellowship’s financial and human 
resources:  to be respectful of our members’ time and be more accountable for how we 
spend their money.  With the Board’s help I hope find ways for us to “work smarter, not 
harder.”   Our hard working membership should feel “blessed, not stressed!” 

I will continue Bob Jones’ tradition of writing a brief “Board Buzz” after our monthly 
meetings to keep you informed and hope you will feel free to phone or e-mail me with any 
questions or concerns.

See you in church,
     Iris Barrie



Community Bulletin Board and Area Events
Disclaimer: The announcements in this section are not UUFNB endorsed or sponsored.

An Invitation from the Napa Interfaith Council

A Call For Transformation
Increasing our participation, effectiveness, and expansion in our community

Saturday August 23, 2008
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

2721 Laurel St., Napa
Lunch will be Provided

RSVP to Yvonne Baginski, 226-7127 or Judy Andrich, 252-4689

This retreat will be professionally facilitated by Catherine Krause of Transformational 
Associates, an expert in organizational transformation and group process. Catherine 
will lead us in deÞning, in partnership, what the next steps are for the Napa Interfaith 
Council.

As we come together in a spiritual experience, we hope to deÞne those connections 
that give us life as an organization. We want to revitalize and re-energize the spirit 
that will lead us into transformation so that as people of faith, we may be a light for 
our Napa community.

We need visionaries, leading-edge thinkers and mystics at this retreat. We also need 
people who want to grow an organization with energy, time, and hands-on practical 
experience. We invite you to attend!

 Jeremy Taylor Back in Napa!
  

Friday, Sept. 19  from 7-9 (Introductory session)
Saturday, Sept. 20, from  9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Father Edwards Center at the Carmelite House of Prayer in Oakville  
Lunch will be provided.

The cost of this event is $100 for both days, and lunch.  Please bring one 
dream to work on at the workshop.

Please RSVP to Yvonne at: 707-226-7127, or email back.  Send check to:
Yvonne Baginski, P.O. Box 6863, Napa, CA 94558


