November 1 *

" Conflict and Convergence"

Worship Associate: Suze Bobzien

Everywhere in the world, it seems, there is strife and
conflict. How is it possible to be ho peful about the
human race? A suggestion.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PROGRAM: TREASURE HUNTING
With Bob & Sylvia Jones

MIDDLE SCHOOL/JUNIOR HIGH: INTERDEPENDENT WEB
With Rainer Hoenicke & Meg Smith

November 8 ™

"The Source of Human Good"

Reverend Bonnie Dlott

Worship Associate: Matt Metzler

Late one afternoon in 1907, young Henry Nelson
Wieman watched the sun set from his dormitory room
and resolved to change the direction of his life, from a
career in journalism to the exploration of the nature of
religious reality. At this service we will explore some of
Wi emandés writings, which
of a AGodo that is not su
nonetheless offers a saving, transforming experience to
human beings.
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PROGRAM: TREASURE HUNTING
With Maggie & Dave Ingalls
MIDDLE SCHOOL/JUNIOR HIGH: MORAL TALES

With William Somerville & Jeff Coughlin
November 15 ™ o
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Hilary Zunin

Worship Associate: BJ Phei ffer

Hilary Zunin is a former skydiving instructor, food and
wine public relations executive, author, artist, and was
for 20 years a passionate public high school English
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teacher specializing in Shakespeareand British
Literature . More recently, she has been a founder of
Napa Valley CanDo, a grassroots community service
group.

Community Sunday (no RE classes)

November 22 ™
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Reverend Bonnie Dlott
Worship Associate: Rainer Hoenicke

At General Assembly last June,l attended a two -day
workshop on UU theology, given by Galen Guengerich,
minister of All Souls Unitarian Church in New York City.
His conclusions about what stands at the heart of our
faith as Unitarian Universalists caused your minister to
wonder if perhaps Thanksgiving should be our most
important religious holiday. Come today to hear more
about gratitude and consider its central place in the
theology of Unitarian Universalism.
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PROGRAM: TREASURE HUNTING
With Mary Ellen Morgan
MIDDLE SCHOOL/JUNIOR HIGH: UU IDENTITY
With Wendy Moyer Metzler & Margaret Kelso

November 29 ™ )
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Sunny Schwartz
Worship Associate: Jim Craig

Successful, growing businesses pay attention to things
like marketing, profits, investments, and customer
satisfaction. As a growing faith community with a
message to share, do we need to find a way to think
and talk about these same concepts? Can we find a
common fAbottom [ ine?0 Or
page?
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SOCIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY

With Mar y Ellen Morgan & Socia |
Justice Committee

[




Message from the Minister

Last month | received notice from the Ministerial Fellowship Committee of the

Unitarian Universalist Association that | have been granted Final Fellowship , \with a
specialty in parish ministry. So ends a ten -year process, beginning with my

application to divinity school back in October of 1999, followed by graduation,

internship, clinical pastoral education, an award of Preliminary Fellowship,

ordination, my calling to UUFNB, and three years of tedious evaluations. When a

minister is granted Final Fellowship by the MFC they are judged to be fully

competent to engage in ministry without further peer supervision. And there was

great rejoicing!

Achieving Final Fellowship as a Unitarian Universalist parish minister cannot be

done without a great deal of faith and hard
minister alone, no matter how dedicated and competent they are. In our
denomination, parish ministers must be called and mentored by a congregation.

This is where faith comes in. You had to have enough faith in me to call me to serve
you, fresh out of seminary, and | in turn had to have faith in your willingness to
teach me how to be an effective minister.

Thispr ocess of partnering with each other to
we practice religion in covenant with each other, rather than relying on the

authority of a hierarchy or on a fixed creed. A covenant is an agreement freely

made between two equal but separate parties to be true to each other, to

themselves, and to share a commitment to the common good. Our covenant

created a partnership in which we agreed to teach each other, to learn from each

other, and to be open to creative spiritual growth. | feel blessed to be serving you,
and continue to have faith in our ability to do ministry together for the foreseeable

future.

That said, you have probably heard abowut t.h
the Bible!) In addition to faith, it took so me very hard work by members of your

Board and Committee on Ministry to complete all the evaluations | needed during

the Fellowshipping process. | am grateful to the following people who worked on

these evaluations over the last three years: Rainer Hoenick e, Bob Jones,; Iris Barrie,
Tom and Dolores Wilson, Doug Taylor, Gerane Park, Margo McCandless, and each of

you who gave feedback about my ministry for the evaluations. Thank you, thank

you, thank you!

Although my peer evaluations are complete, | still hav e a lot to learnifrom you, and

wi | | be asking for feedback periodically ab
My Committee on Ministry will be keeping an eye on our progress and an ear open

for your feedback. For more information about that committee, please see the

article in this volume of the Balloon.

Gratefully, the Finally Fellowshipped
Rev. Boennie Dlot

minister @uunorthbay.org
(925) 256-4334
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Committee on Ministry
What and Who We Are

In her book Churchworks A WellBody Book for
CongregationsRev. Anne Heller, district
executive of the Pacific Northwest District,
writes: ACommi ttees
track the heartbeat of ministry within a
congregationhow the members...take care of
themselves and each other, how the lay
ministerial leadership serves a congregation; a
how the called minister serves the congregatio
seeks to understand, assess, support, and adv
for robust ministry throughouhé context of
congregational i fe.

o
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Wow. AThe heartbeat o
wide-ranging concept. Essentially, the purpose
the Committee on Ministry (COM) is to assist th
members and the minister in strengthen our
relationships with one anothas well as with
others in the larger community in which we live
A deep sense of community offers us a founda
for advancing our principles within our own live
as well as sharing them with others.

If you have any suggestions on how our
congregatiorcan better achieve these goals or
you are aware of any barriers that are impeding
from building the deepest relationships possibls
please share them with a member of the COM.

Because our work is around relationships, this
sometimes involve sensié situations between
members or between a member and the minist
Please be assured that all input we receive is h
in the strictest confidence and shared only with
the committee.

The committee members are:
Rev. Bonnie Dlott:

(925)2564334;bdlott@comcast.net

boARD BUZZ

First, congratulations to Rev. Bonnie who officially
passed, with flying colors, her third yearly
congregational evaluation and has now been
granted Afinal
evaluations are a requirement for all new ministers
and each was written with input from
representatives of all facets of congregational life,
e.g. worship, administrative, etc. It is clear that
Bonnie loves this Fellowship and takes her role as
our spiritual leader seriously. And it is equally
apparent that the congregation loves and values
her as a minister, confidant, visionary, and friend.
We are indeed fortunate to have found one
another!

The new Long Range Plan committee has met
and is excited to begin the process of writing our
next 5-yr. plan. Stay tuned as they explore ways
to involve us all in visioning our future and, equally
important, how to make that future reality.

Speaking of making goals a reality, on Nov. 8
before service Bob Jones has organized a
workshop on legacy planning. This is an area that
manyofus put off until @As
information presented in this workshop will help us
plan ahead to make sure that when the time
comes, our assets are disbursed in a manner of
our choosing. You will receive information about
trusts, wills, bequests, etc. Some of you might
have attended a similar workshop here 2 years
ago. I f you didnét or
many of the details, | hope you will attend this
one. Stay tuned for the particulars from Bob!

See you in church!
Iris Barrie, resident

Board of Trustees

fell owsh
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Paul Boisvert:
226-1314:pboisvsertl @yahoo.com

Gerane Park:
255-6938:gwparklcsw@sbcglobal.net

Susan Okun:
643-2067;Sartzokun@aol.com

Tom Wilson:
(707) 2547443;2wilsonsldog@comcast.net

With deepest respect, we look forwasddining with you on this important and challenging work.
oPaul Boisvert

3
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REflections

We have a challenge with our religious education program that needs your help. Let
tell you where we are right now:

First of all, our Religious Education Committee ledisrmed, adding three parents. We'vg
put together a comprehensive curriculum program for the children that gives them a w
rounded basis in our principles. We're adding justice projects that give our children a
to put their hands and feet on thelU principles. We are including children and familie
in worship for Community Sundays. We have an enthusiastic team of teachers and p4g
who are ready to partner with the children in this process of creatingdifg Unitarian
Universalists.

So, whds the challenge? We have five children.

Why is that? Many children that were here when | started have either moved away or
aged out of the program and new families are not walking in the door on Sunday morr
| can't tell you how discouragingig to teachers, who have spent a fair amount of time,
thought and energy in preparing a lesson, find that there is one child or no one to tead
Sunday morning. Part of my job is to keep them optimistic and enthusiastic when that
happens.

So, what a@ we going to do to change this? Soon, | will be advertising our program in
Mother's Club and PTA newsletters in the area. Flyers will start to appear where ever
families gather; like dance and martial arts schools, and recreational areas. We're ho
that families will want to gather with us on Sunday morning and will come back.

How can you help? Think about the young families you know and don't be shy about
talking about our program. Let me know if you want Bonnie or me to talk with them if
are curious or unsure. When new families do appear, please make them welcome, he
them find what they need in the building and offer a cup of coffee.

But most of all, please know that | cannot do this alone. The future of this religion def
on attrading and educating children in our principles and purposes. And building this
church in Napa will takall of us If you know a place where | can drop off some flyers,
me know.

In faith,
Mary Ellen Morgan

Director of Religious Education




Personal Growth

and Spiritual Deepening

We are looking to start a fellowship group to better
understand our deepest selves so that we may live
our lives in ways that bring joy to ourselves and to
others. The group will be based on trust and honesty
and will provide a unique opportunity to learn from
our collective wisdom. We will be governed by a
collective  covenant & confidentiality, openness,
listening and reflection. We will speak from our
hearts, sharing our dreams and fears, as we explore
our individual human potential.

We will meet once a month, beginning in January.
Bonnie will provide spiritual guidance as we get
started. If you are interested in jo ining, please call or
email BJ at:

224-8612 or bj@vineyardpicnicstogo.com

UUFNB LIBRARY

Our library is once again available to the
community. Started by De Stanley with
additions by others, this collection of

over 100 books has been boxed since we
moved from the Women's Club. They were
catalogued and labeled by Jan Stocken and a
listing is now complete. The majority of

the books are listed under religion,
science and spirituality --
even some fiction.

but there is

If you are interested in viewing the list,
contact Barbara K at barbarak@napanet.net
and she will send the it to you and is

willing to bring your request to Fellowship.

INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE

Please join Rev. Bonnie for an interfaith
service honoring this time of harvest on
Sunday, November 22, 4:30 pm
at Covenant Presbyterian Church
located at 1226 Salvador Avenue, in Napa
This service will feature a combined choir]
readings, and reflection time.
Bring an offering of canned food

for the Napa Food Bank.

MORE ABOUT OUR FORUM SPEAKER ON
NOVEMBER 29, SUNNY SCHWARTZ:
Dreams From The Monster Factory

A Tale of Prison, Redemption, and One
Woman's Fight to Restore Justice to All

An intimate, harrowing, and revelatory
chronicle of how one woman with a profo
belief in people's ability to change is
transforming the San Francisco jails
monster factories - and the criminals
incarcerated there

und

-the

Sunny Schwartz, a nationally recognized
expert in criminal justice reform, has
appeared on The Oprah Winfrey Sho w and
Larry King Live to talk about Resolve to Stop
the Violence (RSVP), a ground  -breaking
program she created for the San Francisco
Sheriff's Department. RSVP brings together
victims and offenders in a unique correctional
program that empowers victims, an d
requires offenders to take true responsibility
for their actions and eliminate their violent
behavior. RSVP has cut recidivism for violent
re-arrests by up to eighty percent.

Charismatic and deeply compassionate,

Sunny Schwartz grew up on Chicago's Sou th
Side in the 1960s. She fought with her
family, struggled through school, and
floundered as she tried to make something of
herself. Bucking expectations of failure, she
applied to one of the only law schools that
didn't require a college degree, passed t

bar, and began her life's work in the criminal
justice system -and was disheartened by the
broken, inflexible system she found. But
instead of quitting, she decided to transform
the system, to make prison a place that can
change people for the better. In Dreams
from the Monster Factory Sunny shares years
of powerful stories of crime, punishment,

and, ultimately, redemption

he

Sunny Schwartz is a twenty  -seven -year
veteran of the criminal justice system, who
speaks nationally about the establishment of
her Resolve to Stop the Violence Project
(RSVP). Her program was a recent recipient
of the prestigious "Oscars in Government"
Innovations in Government Award,
sponsored by the Kennedy School of
Government of Harvard University and the
Ash Institute.
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SocIAL JUSTICE COMMITTE E
ACTIVITIES

The SJ committee is continuing its work to
AThi nkdadtobladcal 6. On
committee sponsored the Shasta-Diablo chapter
of Planned Parenthood as the September
iShdahe-®l at ed recipient.
UUFNB members, over $250 was raised for this
organization. Also several UUFNB members
worked as volunteer escorts to women seeking
help from the Napa Planned Parenthood clinic.
In October/November, the committee will be
asking for help to support Napa Emergency
Women's Services (theEWS
Pl ateo monetary donat.i
supplies for the kids that they serve. Look for
more details on this in upcoming Digest notes
and/or Sunday announcements.

On the global front, the committee led a pre -
service program on September 27" on health
care legislation leading to several letters being
sent to our Senators. The October 25" SJ
program will be on how Budhists are working
together on environmental issues. The
November program will be about the existence
of slavery in the world today (see more details
in this Balloon). Several of our committee
members also continue to support the monthly
iWe Stoandefacedo vigil

If you would like to get more involved in
determining the issues the committee
addresses, please join us for our retreat,
scheduled for November 14",

Time and place TBA.

t

SLAVERY 101

It may surprise you to know there are 27
million slaves in the world today, more than
twice the number of people taken from Africa
during the entire trans -Atlantic slave trade.

From child rug-makers in India to Thai
females forced into the sex trade, this is a
shocking facet of the 21 century. On Sunday,
November 22 at 9:45, Social Justice brings
you a short video to learn a modern day
definition of slavery, where it is endemic, and
what we can do about it. Materials and more
information can be found at
www. freetheslaves.net.

At this website you can also purchase items
made by freed slavesd a great idea for the
holidays! Contact Lenore Hirsch, 3200643,
lenorehirsch@att.net, I f youod

i nvol ved cdmaonthe 226 t

Social Justice Project
for November

The Social Justice Committee § teaming with
our Religious Education program to help
NEWS (Napa Emergency Womens Services).
NEWS has a program for children who have
been exposed to domestic violence. The
children experience a special curriculum which
helps them to deal with their anger and
trauma. At the end of the program, they
receive backpacks filled with school supplies
and other fun items to ease their school
adjustment.

We will be involving our U-U children in
preparing materials for the backpacks on the
last Sunday in November and we may ask the
congregation to donate items for this project.
Look for a flyer soon!
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